DON’T SHOOT ME IN THE ASS
And Other Stories
By Michael Stephen Fuchs

A brilliant and beautiful Silicon Valley cryptographer—and contractor for the National Security Agency—unexpectedly finds her two jobs coming into perilous and irreconcilable conflict; an undercover narcotics agent in New York City learns to his cost that when the jig is up, the only thing to do is start pulling out guns with both hands; an instance of corporate downsizing in the Through-the-Looking-Glass world of the dot-com boom leads one on-edge employee to begin to confuse the Nerf missile launchers with far more dangerous toys . . .
This collection of action- and technology-themed stories traverses territory mostly abandoned by the literary style that dominates short fiction—such as action, high adventure, farce, and the cyberthriller. While including a couple of literary efforts presented in a distinct inflection of that accustomed voice, much of the focus here is on intense action and suspense: two-fisted gunplay, leaps from burning buildings, white-knuckle computer hacking; as well as on starkly drawn illustrations of the deeply absurd existence of the modern Silicon Valley cubicle serf (at the height of the late-nineties technology boom).
But within these contexts, subtler themes are also explored: the effects of science and technology on our understanding of the perennial problems of philosophy and religion; the quiet capitulation of solitary young men getting a long way off from their last good relationship; the psychological paradoxes of powerful-but-still-rather-on-edge women who are very handy with computers, guns, or both; unredeemed, unbearable tragedy—both personal and social, actual and imminent; and the meaning of our real and implied commitments to other people, especially when things begin to fall apart.
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